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Colorado Mesa University Upgrades Campus Wi-Fi for Speed,
Coverage, and Cost Savings

Modernizing Wireless Infrastructure to Meet Student Expectations and Budget Goals

CASE STUDY
SUMMARY

CLIENT:

Colorado Mesa University, a
public university in Grand
Junction, Colorado

CLIENT CUSTOMERS:

Over 10,000 students, faculty,
and staff using campus-wide
wireless

PROBLEM:
Poor wireless coverage
between buildings

- Complex, outdated
management software

Budget constraints for IT
operations

Need to phase
infrastructure deployment

CAUSE:

Aging Wi-Fi platform
couldn’t keep up with mobile
and academic demands

SOLUTION:

Campus-wide Aruba
wireless infrastructure with
centralized management

RESULTS:

- 2x faster wireless speeds

- Seamless building-to-
building roaming

$15K annual support
savings

Unified system
management
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IT Modernization for
Higher Education

CHALLENGE

Colorado Mesa University needed to overhaul its aging wireless network to keep up
with growing student demand and increasing mobile device usage. The existing
system caused frequent disconnections when students moved between buildings,

and the management software was difficult to use.

With over 950 access points across campus, the upgrade required a phased
approach—allowing the new system to coexist with the old until full deployment. At
the same time, the university was under pressure to control costs and improve long-

term manageability.

SOLUTION

ProCern Technology Solutions worked closely with the university to design a
scalable solution using Aruba’s controller-based wireless infrastructure and AirWave

Management Platform. The deployment plan included:
Redundant Aruba controllers
Phased replacement of legacy access points
On-premise wireless management interface
Built-in mobile and IoT security features

The AirWave system allowed network admins to manage both Aruba and legacy
access points through one interface during the transition, reducing complexity and

improving visibility.

RESULTS

The upgraded network delivered twice the wireless speed, stronger coverage
in high-traffic areas, and more seamless roaming across campus. Aruba'’s client
match technology dynamically optimized device connections, enhancing the user

experience.

The university also realized $15,000 in annual support cost savings and benefited from
simpler maintenance and improved long-term scalability—all at a lower total cost than

their previous system.

“You really need your technology partner to not only bring the product
but to help match it to your needs—and ProCern did that very well.”

— Jeremy Brown, Vice President for IT, Colorado Mesa University



